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February 16th 2017
Water water everywhere!!! Most of the state has
experienced unprecedented amounts of rainfall in the last
week. Ongerup certainly had its fair share with 165mls
officially recorded. While it is certainly not unusual for us to
receive this amount of rain in
summer the sheer volume of water
that flowed down our waterways was
what caused the extensive damage
to roads and paddocks. The picture
on the left is the Yarreweyah
waterfall courtesy of Jane Thompson
and right the Dedatup crossing on
the Borden Bremer Road.

WANDRRA fund available to flood-affected farmers
Farmers who have been affected by the flooding caused by recent heavy rains are now able to access
the Western Australia Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements (WANDRRA) fund.
With much of the state now having been declared a natural disaster zone, the fund has been opened to
assist those who have suffered from the direct impact of the floods.
WAFarmers President Tony York said while the rains missed harvest, there would be remedial works
needed on farms to prepare for the new season.
“While having some moisture in the soil ahead of seeding is a good thing, these extremely heavy rains
and, in some cases, floods would have resulted in loss of topsoil and uneven paddocks, so work will
need to be done to prepare the land in time for the upcoming season,” he said.
“Further, there will have been damage to fencing, not to mention potential loss of livestock.
“As yet the extent of the damage is unclear, but with local government authorities within the City of
Swan, and Mid West, Wheatbelt, Goldfields-Esperance, Kimberley, Pilbara, and Great Southern Regions all now able to access the WANDRRA fund, it is hoped that the damage can be assessed quickly
and repairs done.”
As advised on the Office of Emergency Management (OEM) website, assistance can be provided to
primary producers under WANDRRA in the following areas:
 Professional advice grant – maximum reimbursement of $1,500;
 Interest rate subsidy;
 Freight subsidy – up to 50 per cent of the costs incurred;
 Fencing if used for livestock; and,
 Other measures as determined by the Department of Agriculture and Food WA and the OEM.
For more information or assistance, call 1800 198 231.

Community Notices
GNOWANGERUP SHIRE Due to the current rain event, the Shire of
Gnowangerup Annual Electors Meeting which was due to be held at the
Borden Pavilion at 7pm on 10 February, has been postponed. Many local
creeks have been flooded, making roads impassable. A new date for the
meeting, hopefully within the next fortnight, will be advised on the Shire’s
website and Facebook page and in the electronic newsletter. We apologise for
any inconvenience. Shelley Pike CEO
WIFE ONGERUP First meeting of the year Monday 20 February at Ongerup
Sporting Complex
9am WIFE Inc Seminar committee meeting
10am AGM followed by General meeting and planning
our calendar for 2017
Morning Tea provided please BYO your lunch Jan Slee - Secretary
OCD A general meeting of the Ongerup Community Development will be held
at the CWA Rooms 7:30 pm Tuesday 21st February. All welcome – contact
Roz Thompson 98 282085.
YONGERGNOW BUSY BEE Sunday 9 am 26th February after fox shoot
breakfast.
BORDEN BULLETIN is being handed over to Bec O’Meehan who will be the
editor in 2017. The first issue will be the 9th March. If you have any urgent
notices for the Borden community please email them to Bec
becomeehan@bigpond.com otherwise please use the usual Bulletin email
for future notices.
BORDEN NETBALL CLUB AGM and general meeting Tuesday 21 February,
2017 Borden Pavilion Meeting Room AGM will begin at 6pm followed by a
general meeting at 6.30pm so please be prompt
Please send agenda items and apologies to Emily Jaekel (0457 970326)

Borden hockey club
is looking for keen and committed players,
and senior coach for the 2017
season. Whether you are wanting to try
something new or have a bit of fun while
doing exercise in a
community environment, then hockey is
for you!







- Players will get a good amount of
game time
- Social team and a family friendly
day out
Any skill level welcome!
For further information and expressions of interest please call
Bec on 0427 452 520

Upcoming Events
FEBRUARY






Saturday 18th
Gnowangerup Market Day
Saturday 25th
Fox shoot
Sunday 26th
Community breakfast
Sunday 26th
Yongergnow busy bee
Tuesday 28th
Pancake Day
---------------------------------------------------

MARCH




Thursday 2nd
Beauty bus
Saturday 4th
Ongerup market day
Friday 17th
Tasting club Boston Brewery
---------------------------------------------------

APRIL




Saturday 1st
Taste Great Southern long table
lunch
Saturday 8th
Yongergnow 10th anniversary

Fitness Classes
fitness classes for all ages
and fitness levels.
Contact Kara 0400 233066 to enrol or for
more details
Monday
Borden 9.00 am
Tuesday
Ongerup 9.15 am
Wednesday
Ongerup 5.30 pm
Thursday
Gnowangerup 9.30 am
Thursday
Borden 2.00 pm
Come along with your water and fitness gear 15 minutes before class.

HOARY CRESS & other weeds

FREE INFORMATION SESSION
Thursday, FEBRUARY 23rd, 9AM – 1PM Yougenup Centre, Gnowangerup
MORNING TEA & LIGHT LUNCH PROVIDED
RSVP to Ellie @ North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources, 0437 248206
What is Hoary Cress? How did it get here & how can you get rid of it off your property?
We will also discuss Devils Claw, invasive Cacti & other weeds. What should you be looking for?
How do weeds impact our landscape? This workshop is for anyone with an interest in
eradicating noxious weeds.

FEBRUARY BOOK CLUB REVIEW 2017.
Reckoning: A Memoir
by Magda Szubanski
In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-discovery from a suburban
childhood, haunted by the demons of her father’s espionage activities in wartime Poland and by her
secret awareness of Heartbreaking, joyous, traumatic, intimate and revelatory, Reckoning is the book
where Magda Szubanski, one of Australia’s most beloved performers, tells her story.
In this extraordinary memoir, Magda describes her journey of self-discovery from a suburban childhood, haunted by the demons of her father’s espionage activities in wartime Poland and by her secret awareness of her sexuality, to the complex dramas of adulthood and her need to find out the truth about herself and her family. With courage and
compassion she addresses her own frailties and fears, and asks the big questions about life, about the shadows we inherit
and the gifts we pass on.
Monday 13th of February saw the book club gather at Roz Thompsons for the first meeting of the year.
With the recent rains and the state of the roads plus the fact we had not been together for some time this was a rather excited
gathering. We welcomed two new members to our group Brooke Hannig and Brodie Baum. These two took the school teacher balance to a new level so we are now a very knowledgeable group.
So we had a full house. We had all read some if not all the book. Funnily enough the young ones didn’t find it as interesting as
the older ladies. One reader liked the story but did not find Magda that interesting.
Some felt she looked sad in the cover photo. We all found that we had expected it to be funny but it wasn’t.
We all agreed it was well written. This was a good choice Roz. The book rated well most giving it a 9.
Thank you Roz for a great evening and a lovely supper and apologies to Russell on the noise level as none of us listen much
and we all tend to talk at the same time. It was a great catch up.

Gentle Exercise Hour
at Gnowangerup Community Swimming Pool
Do you have limited mobility and want to do water
based rehabilitation? Would you like to do some exercise but fear using your local Pool because you find it
too busy?
The Shire of Gnowangerup is committed to encouraging people of all ages and abilities to access the new
Gnowangerup Community Swimming Pool.
People with a disability or limited mobility are encouraged to sign up to attend 1 hour
sessions where they can take part in low impact water based exercise facilitated by an
Accredited Exercise Physiologist.
Gentle Exercise Hour is a new initiative that is being trialed for 6 sessions in February
and March 2017.
Dates:
Tuesday 14 February, Tuesday 21st February,
Tuesday 28th February (then a one week break),
Tuesday 14th March, Tuesday 21st March,
Tuesday 28th March
Times: 6pm - 7pm
Cost: Normal Pool Entry Applies
($4.50 per adult, $3.00 for children, no additional cost to season holders)
th

The Gnowangerup Swimming Pool features a range of disability friendly features including a beach entry and channel into the Lap Pool, Disabled Toilet and Changing Facility,
Disabled Parking bay and disabled friendly pedestrian access.

For more information contact Andre at the Pool on 9827 1273 or
email gnpshire@gnowangerup.wa.gov.au

GRDC Farm Business Update at
Borden a resounding success
The North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources Group was extremely proud to
host the Grains Research & Development Corporation’s
Crop Updates for 2017, held in Borden.
Renowned hockey coach and mentor Ric Charlesworth
rounded out the GRDC Farm Business Update held at the
Borden Pavilion last Monday with a well-received address
‘Facing change and challenges with a winning plan’. Ric
was among a group of experts presenting topics designed
to enhance farm business management skills.
The day began with Neville Brady (Bunch Consulting, Swan Hill, Victoria) imparting valuable
and relevant advice on how to maintain a healthy mindset in order to make good decisions.
Neville was followed by Ben White from the Kondinin Group who addressed the issue of how
much machinery farmers should own.
Nuffield Scholar, Reece Curwen imparted an important message focused on developing good
people skills in order to engage, attract and retain
quality staff within their business. He reinforced
the need to involve staff in all aspects of the business beginning with the strategic plan and including communication on a daily basis.
In his presentation ‘What to do with Profits in a
low interest rate environment’, Ashley Herbert
from Agrarian Management reinforced that a concise and accurate plan of business goals and personal objectives is required to prioritise where
money will be allocated. Knowing the financial position of the business including earning
capacity, expected and actual profits enables
the business to analyse risk exposure and borrowing capacity.
Other topics covered throughout the day included, alternative business funding models
and long term business strategies.
The Borden GRDC Farm Business Update was
the first in a series of three. Other Updates
were held at Corrigin and Mingenew.
The North Stirlings Pallinup Natural Resources
Group who supported the GRDC in the organisation of the day were thrilled with the attendance, the valuable learning that took place and
the networking opportunity the GRDC Farm
Business Update provided for local growers.

Article by Ellie Stone & Barbara Smith
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Please Call:

Pam

0429 471005

Geoff 0439 471001

CROP SPRAYING & CARTING
CONTRACTORS

Call JOCK -

0428635023 or 0427635023

DANIEL - 0408963565 or 0488630909
JUDY -

98284089

John Williamson helps celebrate Yongergnow Malleefowl
Centre’s 10th Anniversary
Ongerup’s Yongergnow Australian Malleefowl Centre will celebrate its 10th anniversary on
8th April this year.
Famous singer/songwriter and self-declared Mallee-boy John Williamson will be in attendance as a special VIP for the event.
Ten years ago, John Williamson was part of Yongergnow’s official opening ceremony. He has
since visited again in his capacity as patron of the late Malleefowl Preservation Group.
Yongergnow board, staff, visitors and our indispensable community volunteers look forward
to his attendance at the Centre’s important milestone.
Other entertainment on the day will include a performance by Noongar dance group The
Deadly Brothers, a special song by Ongerup Primary School children with musician Ross Strahan, and local singer Michelle Duits.
Yongergnow Australian Malleefowl Centre has been dedicated to the conservation of Malleefowl and their habitat for
the last 10 years. In partnership with the local Community Resource Centre, the unique building and its facilities have
attracted an increasing number of visitors and have become an inter-regional meeting point for functions and entertainment. Visitors are welcome to view the Centre’s world-class display as well as the endangered Malleefowl in natural bush aviaries and the Centre’s 5ha Mallee Sanctuary.
Interested public are warmly invited to the anniversary celebration on Saturday 8 th April. However, bookings are essential for catering purposes (contact Rebecca Brady on 08
9828 2325).
The event is proudly supported by Lotterywest, the
Gnowangerup Shire, Green Skills Denmark, South Coast
NRM, Healthways, the Ongerup Community Resource Centre and other community groups and businesses.
MEDIA CONTACT: Susanne Dennings 0400 224 396
Malleefowl Jesus with local conservation icon and
Yongergnow board member Susanne Dennings.
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